
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE YOUR ANSWERS ON THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 

(Please provide as much detail as possible, using examples where you can) 

 

REGARDING THE PARTIES: 

 

1. How and when did   (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent)  meet? For 

how long did they date? Were there any problems in their dating? Do you believe that either   

 (Petitioner)   or   (Respondent)  ignored problems or ‘red flags’ in the 

relationship? If so, please describe these problems. 

 

2. Describe the living/working/school arrangements for     (Petitioner)   and  

 (Respondent)  during the dating period. Include any changes in circumstances. Did they 

ever live together? If so, when? 

 

3. Describe any difficulties   (Petitioner)    or   (Respondent)  had 

concerning employment, finances, gambling, alcohol and/or drug abuse, abusive behavior 

(physical, mental, emotional, sexual), or coping with everyday ordinary problems during the 

dating period. How did they resolve difficulties that arose in their relationship? Please give 

examples.  

 

4. Describe the personality and behavior of   (Petitioner)   and   (Respondent) 

 during the dating period. Describe the quality of the communication they had with one 

another.  

 

5. Describe the decision to marry. What motivated them to choose to marry at the time they 

did? When did they begin talking about it? When did they become engaged? What was the 

reaction of their family and friends? What was your reaction? How long was their dating period, 

and how long was their engagement period, if any? 

 

6. Did each of them seriously consider the commitment and responsibilities they were taking on 

in the marriage? Please explain.  

 

7. What was the religious faith of each party? Did they practice their faith(s) during the 

courtship? Please explain. 



 

REGARDING THE WEDDING AND COMMON LIFE 

 

8. Please describe the day of the wedding. Are you aware of any unusual events around the 

time of the wedding or during the honeymoon? 

 

9. Do you believe both parties were ready for commitment? Please explain. 

 

10. Did this wedding occur primarily because  (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent) 

  loved each other? Was there anything else that motivated them to marry? If so, what 

was it and why was it important? 

 

11. At the time of the wedding, were  (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent)   

open to having children with each other? Did these particular attitudes toward children change 

during the marriage? If yes, please explain.  

 

12. At the time of the wedding, were  (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent) 

 willing to live in complete fidelity to each other? Are you aware of any infidelity, before 

or after the wedding, on the part of either  (Petitioner)    or   (Respondent) 

 ? If yes, please explain.  

                       over  

 

13. At the time of the wedding, what did  (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent) 

 understand about marriage being a lifelong, permanent commitment? What was the 

attitude of each about divorce? What was the attitude of each about remarriage?  

           

14. How did  (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent)  get along after the wedding? 

Were there any difficulties concerning employment, finances, gambling, alcohol and/or drug 

abuse, abusive behavior (physical, mental, emotional, sexual) or coping with everyday 

problems? Were there any other problems or tensions? If so, please describe.  

 

15. During the parties’ common life, did they practice any religious belief? Please describe. 

 

16. When did you become aware of problems in their marital relationship? Please describe.  



 

17. In your opinion, why was this not a successful marriage? 

 

18. Why do you think the marriage lasted as long as it did? 

 

19. Did  (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent)  separate during the 

marriage? If yes, please explain when and why? Did they seek counseling? What were the 

issues? Was the counseling helpful? 

 

20. What events led to the final departure? Were there any attempts to reconcile? If so, please 

describe.  

 

REGARDING FAMILY BACKGROUND 

 

21. Describe the family backgrounds of  (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent) 

 . How did each one relate to their parent(s) and any brothers and sisters? How was 

discipline practiced in each of their families? What was the religious practice of each one? Are 

you aware of any problems or special circumstances in their home lives while each one was 

growing up? What other insights could you give us about the family backgrounds  

of  (Petitioner)    and   (Respondent)  ? 

 

22. What was  (Petitioner)     ‘s prior dating and relationship experience before dating  

  (Respondent)        ? 

 

23. What was    (Respondent)     ‘s prior dating and relationship experience before dating 

 (Petitioner)    ? 

 

24. To the best of your knowledge, how many times has  (Petitioner)    been married, 

including a present marriage, if applicable? Please provide names, if known. 

 

25. To the best of your knowledge, how many times has   (Respondent)   been married, 

including a present marriage, if applicable? Please provide names, if known. 

 



26. Do you have anything further you would like to tell the court about  (Petitioner)   

 and   (Respondent)  and their relationship? 

 

Please return your answers along with the signed witness affidavit page to: 

 

 

 

  



DIOCESE OF PENSACOLA-TALLAHASSEE 
WITNESS AFFIDAVIT 

 
 
Name:               
 
Address:              
 
              
 
Date and Place of Birth:            
 
Occupation:       
 
Religion:      Do you practice your faith?       
 
 
 
OATH: Knowing that an oath is sacred and that perjury is a grave offense, do you swear to tell  
 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?      
 
 
 
 
I, the undersigned witness, do solemnly swear that the testimony I have given in this case is the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me God.  
 
 
              
Witness Signature (Person providing testimony) 
 
 
          
PRIEST, DEACON or NOTARY 
 
 
          
DATE AND PLACE 
 
 
 
Please have this page signed by your parish priest/deacon or a notary.  
 
Return this page, along with your answers, to: 
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